


I got involved with S-CAFH because I understood the impact Hurricane Sandy left on the state, not only for myself 
but everyone around me.  Being able to participate in a study of this magnitude [has given] me an appreciation 
for a statewide needs assessment in regards to disaster recovery relief. I have Program Management experience 
through Catholic Charities that has helped me understand the importance of communication throughout a 
project/program – top to bottom.  

I moved from Maryland to New Jersey about two months before Sandy. I was fortunate enough to have my 
apartment restored after one week, but I know that there are many people who still have needs today. I want to 
take part in this study because it is so important and New Jersey is now my home, too! Working at the Institute 
for Families at Rutgers University over the past two years has given me a lot of experience with research and 
evaluation.  

My interest in this research came from working on Project Hope and Healing as a crisis counselor just after the 
storm. It is important to me to understand which efforts to support our neighbors made the most impact and 
were the most helpful. I also want to learn how we can improve in the future. [So far], I have learned that simply 
giving others the opportunity to share their experiences and showing them compassion is some of the most 
important work we can do. 
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